
You will read in these pages that 
the township is facing a new, and 
perhaps devastating threat. One of 
the unique features of our township is 
our woodlands. These woodlands are 
being invaded by gypsy moths at an 
unprecedented rate. In some areas, the 
devastation is so severe that residents 
cannot step outside without being 
rained upon by leaf debris and gypsy 
moth frass. If you do not own affected 
property, you can still appreciate 
the issue by using the trail, primarily 
between Sunfish Lake Avenue and 
Ramsdell Drive.

You will also read in these pages how 
we are addressing the issue. Trustee Joe 
Gavan is organizing the response and 
provides information about what we 
are doing and propose to do to control 
this problem.  Please know that we 
will handle this issue as we handle all 

issues. We will listen to experts, we will 
listen to residents and we will develop 
a plan that will be successful.  We will 
also involve the county and state and do 
everything possible to persuade them to 
financially partner with us. If they don’t, 
we will go it alone, in a manner that is 
fair to all, financially responsible, and 
above all, successful.
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A NEW THREAT



A service to all Cannon Township taxpayers 
to dispose of general household items

10/15/2021 9:00am - 3:00pm
10/16/2021 9:00am - 3:00pm

Located at Cannon Township Center

Community
Clean Up

Among the most common complaints 
submitted to the township, are those 
regarding trash, litter and junk. 
Section 3.32 “Trash, Litter and Junk” 
of the Cannon Township Zoning 
Ordinance explains that it is unlawful to 
accumulate or allow the placement of 
trash, litter, or junk on property within 
the township.

Items covered under this ordinance 
include (but are not limited to) 
inoperable vehicles, solid waste, 
machinery, appliances, products, 
merchandise with parts missing, scrap 
metals or materials that are damaged. 
This is not an exhaustive list, just a 
quick list of what would be considered 
under the ordinance.

It is important to ensure these types of 
items are not left around properties, 
to ensure that no complaints are 
submitted, and that no violations 
are written for your property. It is 
also important to remember that 
waste receptacles are not to be left 
unattended in the front yard (or side 
yard for lake front properties) for longer 
than 48 hours. 

From The Zoning Department

Edmund Lockhart
Zoning Administrator

KNOW YOUR ORDINANCES

By the time you read this article, much 
of this season’s planned road work 
may have already been completed, 
depending on the weather. The 
reconstruction of Weller Avenue is 
wrapping up. Sections of 9 Mile Road 
between Myers Lake Avenue and Young 
Avenue and on the north side of Lake 
Bella Vista are scheduled to start soon.
  
Because the cost of these projects 
has come in significantly lower than 
originally estimated, we may tackle 
several additional stretches of roadway 
before the season ends. The trustees 
will consider options in an upcoming 
meeting.

Funding for all of these projects is split 
50/50 between the township and the 
Kent County Road Commission (KCRC). 
Projects designated as “county primary” 
are 100%  funded by the KCRC.  Also, 
the KCRC usually does one project 
annually on a township road at no cost 
to the township. The county’s ability to 
do these types of projects depends on 
weather, resources and county-wide 
priorities.

As always, if you have questions or 
concerns, I will do my best to get you 
answers. Please give me a call:
616-427-2047. 
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Jim Alles
Chair

Road Committee
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN 



As mentioned in Supervisor Grimm’s 
article, the township is developing 
strategies for addressing a large-scale 
gypsy moth infestation.

The worst of it may be over for the 
season, but the problem remains.

I have spoken to nearly 50 homeowners 
who, for about a 4-week period, 
experienced significant defoliation, 
raining gypsy moth caterpillar frass 
(poop), shredded tree leaves, and 
a noxious slime on the ground and 
covering their vehicles.  Their stories are 
nightmarish and, for those not yet hit 
by the pest, a warning of what could be 
heading our way if steps are not soon 
taken.

The areas hardest hit seem to be south 
of Cannonsburg Road and east of Myers 
Lake Avenue.  However, I have also 
received several reports from residents 
living in the northwest area of the 
township.

Outside of natural threats to and 
predators of gypsy moths, spraying is 
considered the most effective approach 
to killing off these destructive pests.  
To be effective, spraying must occur in 
spring.

Cannon Township covers roughly 23,000 
acres.  The cost of spraying the entire 
township would be roughly $1.7 million 
– an amount that far exceeds township 
resources.  Therefore, at the June 28 
meeting, trustees voted unanimously 

to retain Aquatic Consulting Services, 
which will complete a comprehensive 
evaluation to determine where the 
greatest infestations exist.  This process 
will begin in early fall and continue 
through December.  The township 
expects to receive the final report in 
January, after which the trustees will 
consider the best course of action and 
how to fund it.

In the meantime, we have posted a 
sign-up sheet online (www.cannontwp.
org) for those who have not already 
informed us of their infestation. This 
information will assist with Aquatic 
Consulting’s evaluation. Additionally, 
the township intends to invite biologists 
to future meetings to address concerns 
about the impact of this invasive 
species.

More information about Gypsy Moths 
can be found at the Michigan State 
University College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (https://www.canr.
msu.edu/ipm/Invasive_species/Gypsy-
Moth/index) and the USDA Forest 
Service (https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/
disturbance/invasive_species/gm). 

Joe Gavan
Trustee

Chair, Parks & Rec Committee

Invasion Of The Gypsy Moth
NIGHTMARE IN CANNON
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More information about Gypsy Moths can be 
found at:

Michigan State University College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources (https://
www.canr.msu.edu/ipm/Invasive_species/
Gypsy-Moth/index)

USDA Forest Service
(https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/disturbance/
invasive_species/gm). 

Resources



Did you know that Cannon Township has a Little Library?  The library operates on the 
honor system. You do not need to share a book in order to borrow one, but doing so 
is appreciated. Happy reading!

Cannon Township Center
6878 Belding Road, Rockford, MI 49341

Parks & Recreation 
Committee
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CANNON TRAIL
Construction on the next leg of Cannon 
Trail will commence this fall.  The new 
section will run north on Myers Lake 
Avenue from Cannon Farms Drive to 9 
Mile Road and then west until connecting 
to the “Springer” section of the trail.  
Once completed, the trail will run 
uninterrupted from Kies Street south to 
Cannonsburg Road.  

Recently, representatives of the Ada 
Township Trail asked to meet to discuss 
the potential of connecting our two 
trail systems. This, along with the White 
Pine Trail connection, would provide 
miles and miles of trails for our residents. 
We came with maps and ideas and left 
with a commitment to continue the 
conversation.  More information will be 
forthcoming as plans develop. 

DOG WASTE
REMINDER:  We continue to receive 
complaints about dog waste being left 
behind - in bags or otherwise – along the 
trail.  Please be courteous and clean up 
after your pets.   

PICKEREL LAKE TRAIL
I have heard from several residents over 
the past year who are concerned about 
the broken turnstile on Pickerel Lake Trail.  
While the county, not the township, is 
responsible for this trail/park, I inquired 
about the turnstile and learned that no 
repairs are planned.  If you would like 
additional information, please contact 
County Commissioner Diane Jones.  

Joe Gavan
Trustee

Chair, Parks & Rec Committee
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Community Library



Absentee ballot applications are 
available for the August 3 Primary 
Election. You may pick one up at 
Township Center or visit the Elections 
page at www.cannontwp.org.
Applications may be returned by mail or 
placed in the 24-hour drop box located 
by the front door.  If you take a photo of 
your application or scan it, please send 
it to elections@cannontwp.org to be 
processed.

For voter convenience, the township 
office will be open Saturday, July 31, 
from 9:00 am-1:00 pm and Sunday, 
August 1, from 10:00 am-2:00 pm for 
pick up and return of ballots.

For all voter information, please visit 
www.mi.gov/vote.

Clerk’s Corner
AUGUST ELECTIONTreasurer’s Report
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The Treasurer’s Department finalized 
the 2020 tax season and all reporting 
requirements associated with Cannon 
Township’s March 31 fiscal year end, 
including the adoption of the current 
year’s budget and preparation for the 
June audit.

The 2021 summer tax bills are 
complete and they should have 
arrived the first week of July. The 
summer collection includes the 
Kent County Operating Budget, 
State Education Tax, Grand Rapids 
Community College, and Kent 
Intermediate School District, as well 
as the various individual school 
district millages. The final date for 
the township to receive your summer 
payment this year without interest/
penalty is Tuesday, September 14. 
Postmarks are not accepted, and we 
are recommending that you continue 
to allow extra time by mailing your 
payment at least 2 weeks in advance.  
The secure drop box at the township 
office’s front door can be used 24 
hours/day.

Please remember to make use of our 
www.cannontwp.org website.  We 
encourage you to use this valuable 
resource to keep an eye on all things 
related to your property.

The property information is updated 
daily on BS&A Online.  You can check 
on any outstanding bills related to 
your property, make a payment, as 
well as print any receipts that you 
may need.  Most importantly, it is 
the best resource for monitoring all 
things related to your property. You 
can monitor receipt of your payment 
by the township, whether it is a 
payment you sent in, or monitoring 
payment by your mortgage/escrow/
title company.  It is also a good 
resource for monitoring any changes 
in property ownership, so that you 
can be assured that everything is 
reflected properly.  

As always, do not hesitate to contact 
the Treasurer’s office with any 
questions or concerns.
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Judy Nicholson
Deputy Treasurer

David Spencer
Treasurer

Deb Diepenhorst
Clerk

FOR REGISTERED VOTERS IN PRECINCT 1:

FOR THE:
Tuesday, August 3, 2021 Primary Election
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 General Election

WILL VOTE AT:
Bella Vista Church
5100 Belding Rd. NE
Rockford, MI 49341

QUESTIONS:
Call: 616-884-2210 or 616-884-2207
Email: elections@cannontwp.org

Temporary
Polling Place



Date Event Time Location
07/12/2021 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
07/26/2021 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
08/09/2021 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
08/23/2021 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
09/13/2021 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
09/27/2021 Township Board Meeting 7:00pm Cannon Township Center
07/19/2021 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
08/16/2021 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
09/20/2021 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center

07/13/2021 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
08/10/2021 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center
09/14/2021 Planning Commission Meeting 6:00pm Cannon Township Center

07/26/2021 Recreation Committee Meeting 5:30pm - 6:30pm Cannon Township Center
09/27/2021 Recreation Committee Meeting 5:30pm - 6:30pm Cannon Township Center
07/05/2021 Office Closed - Independence Day Observed Cannon Township Center
09/06/2021 Office Closed - Labor Day Cannon Township Center
07/01/2021 Quarterly Sewer Bills Mailed to Residents  
07/31/2021 Quarterly Sewer Bills Due
09/14/2021 2021 Summer Taxes Due
07/31/2021 Absentee Ballots - Saturday Hours 9:00am - 1:00pm Cannon Township Center
08/01/2021 Absentee Ballots - Sunday Hours 10:00am - 2:00pm Cannon Township Center
08/02/2021 Absentee Ballots- Last Day to Vote (in Office) 8:00am - 4:00pm Cannon Township Center
08/03/2021 Primary Election - State Senator 28th District Polls Open 7:00am - 8:00pm Visit www.cannontwp.org for Polling Info

Dates To Remember
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Dates are subject to change. Please check for cancellations or changes on the Township website: www.cannontwp.org
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The township will place a speed monitoring unit 
(like the one pictured here), in selected locations 
to remind drivers to stay within the speed limit.  
Speed and distracted driving are responsible for 
most accidents in our community according to first 
responders.  

Slow down, relax, and get to your destination safely.

Please Slow Down

July
S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

August
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

September
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30



Here To Serve You

Deb Diepenhorst
Clerk
ddiepenhorst@cannontwp.org
• Cemetery
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Personnel
• Parks & Rec
• Facilities
• Elections
• GVMC Rep
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Cannon Township Center
6878 Belding Road, Rockford, MI 49341

Main Office: 616-874-6966
Zoning Administrator: 616-884-2206 Steve Grimm

Supervisor
sgrimm@cannontwp.org
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Sewer
• Communications
• Personnel
• Finance
• Elections

@CannonTownship

Summer 2021

@CannonTownship
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Jim Alles
Trustee
jalles@cannontwp.org
• Roads
• Sewer

Terry Brod
Trustee
tbrod@cannontwp.org
• Planning Commission
• Facilities
• Roads
• GVMC Transportation Rep

Katie DeBoer
Trustee
kdeboer@cannontwp.org
• Zoning Board of Appeals

Joe Gavan
Trustee
jgavan@cannontwp.org
• Parks & Rec
• Communications

David Spencer
Treasurer
dspencer@cannontwp.org
• Finance
• Personnel
• Elections
• Facilities
• Parks & Rec
• Communications
• Rockford Area Foundation Rep

cannontwp.org
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